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Maha Mem, "Great Meru/'  the  other Mdpfct Man-

dara;  Sequent   allusions  are made  to   them 4i* $b&

sprayers of the Brahmins, their religious and civil cere-

monies, and the principal occurrences of life.   According

to them and their books, this mountain is situated in the

remotest quarter of the north, and from its bosom they

still agree that its ancestors took their origin.1   If, then,

the route of civilisation was from north to south, we must

bid farewell to the idea that this country received the

germs of religion from the continent of Africa; and

the only remaining supposition is, that Meroe was -indebted

for its civilisation to India.   It may, perhaps, be urged,

that some traces at least of such an event would be found

in the  ancient writers:   waiving all exception to the

unfairness of such a remark, in a matter of such remote

antiquity, we may even here adduce authorities, which

if not very weighty in themselves, yet derive great force

from what has already  been   advanced.   Philostratus 2

introduces the Brahmin larchus, stating to his auditor,

that the   Ethiopians   were   originally   an  Indian   race,

compelled to leave India for the impurity contracted by

slaying a certain monarch, to whom they owed allegiance.8

An Egyptian is made to remark that he had heard from

his father, that the Indians srere the wisest of men, and

that the Ethiopians, a colony of the Indians, preserved the

wisdom and usages of their fathers, and acknowledged

their ancient origin.   We find the same assertion made at

a later period, in the third century, by Julius Africanus,

from   whom it has   been preserved  by   Eusebius  and

Syncellus ; thus Eusebius states, that " the ^Ethiopians,

emigrating from the river Indus, settled* in the -vicinity of

* JDubois' India, L 73.                 2 V.A., in. 6.                 3 Ibid, vi. 8.
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